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In a Nov. 22 public letter, a group of about 50 Colombian artists and intellectuals, led by author
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, called on the rebel umbrella group Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator
(Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB) to abandon armed violence. "Your war is going
against the tide of history," stated the letter. According to the group, instead of promoting social
justice as was the original intent, armed violence had generated all forms of "extremism," "political
and ideological confusion," and "a situation in which the most common form of freedom of
expression is a gun blast." In addition to Garcia Marquez, signatories included painter Fernando
Botero, sociologist Eduardo Pizarro, and journalists Daniel Samper, Enrique Santos and Antonio
Caballero. The majority of the signatories had at one time supported the rebel cause. (Source:
Agence France-Presse, 12/22/92)
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